
 
 

 

 

MLA COMPLIANCE AUDIT Presentation     Jul 19, 2019 

 

Thank-you Mr. Chairman for this opportunity to speak.  

My name is Larry Johns and I represent the MUSKOKA LAKES ASSOCIATION that 

has been proudly promoting the preservation of the Muskoka environment and has 

been part of the fabric of Muskoka for over 125 years.  

Although the Municipal Elections Act only refers to this Committee doing a review of our 

election campaign finances which Mr. Furniss questioned in paragraphs 2 and 4 of his 

Application, we are happy to address the non-financial questions he asked in 

paragraphs 1 and 3. Speaking specifically to each of the alleged reasons for audit 

outlined in the application; 

1. The Application asks whether the MLA is eligible to be registered as a third party 

advertiser.   

The Clerk of the Township of Muskoka Lakes, certified our notice of registration as a 

third party advertiser on Jul 20, 2018. A copy is at Tab 1  

The Municipal Elections Act section 88.6(14) provides that the Clerk’s decision is final, 

so it is not necessary for this Committee to consider this question any further.  

However, if the Committee were to consider this, both the Municipal Elections Act 

(section 88.6(4)2) and Ontario’s Guide for Third Party Advertisers (Guide) provide that a 

corporation carrying on business in Ontario is eligible to register as a third party 

advertiser.  

The MLA is a corporation. I refer you now to Tab 2.  All of its activities are in Ontario, 

including its head office and bank accounts, and it holds meetings of its directors and 

members in Ontario. So the MLA is clearly entitled to be a third party advertiser. 

The Application claims that section 88.6(4)2 of the Municipal Elections Act prohibits an 

association from registering as a third party advertiser. On the contrary, this section 

clearly authorizes a corporation such as the MLA to register. Ontario’s Guide also 

makes it clear that only associations that are not corporations are prohibited from being 

third party advertisers. Since the MLA is a corporation, this prohibition does not apply to 

it.   

 

 

 



 
 

 

2. The Application asks about the source of our third party advertising funds, and our 

bank accounts. 

I’ll speak to each of these. 

a) Source of Funds 

The MLA did not do any fundraising to pay for our third party advertising 

expenditures. The MLA used its own funds, and fully disclosed the amount in our 

Form 8. Our FORM 8 is at Tab 3. 

Ontario’s Guide for Third Party Advertisers clearly states that ‘there is no limit on 

how much a registered third party can contribute to their own advertising 

campaign’. 

b) Uses of Funds  

All uses of these funds are recorded in page 2 of our Form 8 under the Expenses 

heading. I refer you again to Tab 3, page 2 and 3. 

c) Separate Bank Accounts 

The MLA opened and used separate bank accounts exclusively for our third party 

advertising in each municipality where we were registered as a third party 

advertiser. The MLA’s contribution was deposited into this bank account, and all 

of our third party advertising expenses were paid from this bank account, as we 

were required to do under the third party advertising rules. Please see Tab 4. 

3. The Application asks about the required disclosure on the signs that the MLA and 

Friends of Muskoka placed in the Township of Muskoka Lakes.  

These signs were not third party advertisements, because they did not “promote or 

oppose a candidate or an issue on a ballot”. They said “Vote to Stop Waterfront 

Subdivisions”, as you can see at Tab 5.  

In fact, the Township’s bylaw enforcement officer, Jon Popple, sent us a letter on 

September 11, 2018 stating that our signs were not third party advertisements. He told 

us we needed to remove the signs until we obtained a permit and paid a fee for each 

sign. We removed the signs.  We then obtained a permit from the District that allowed 

us to place our signs along District roads outside of Port Carling and Bala. A copy of Mr. 

Popple’s letter and our permit are at Tab 6 for your reference. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

4. Paragraph 4 of the Application asks why we did not declare the cost of the signs. The 

reason is that the signs were not third party advertisements, so the cost of the signs 

was not required to be included in our Form 8. 

5. In paragraph 3 of the Application, Mr. Furniss asks about the disclosure on our third 

party advertisements. 

This is one of the questions I’m happy to answer, even though it does not relate to our 

campaign finances.   

 
Disclosure Required on Third Party Advertising 

The Municipal Elections Act section 88.5(1) requires our third party 
advertisements to include our name, the municipalities where we are registered 
as a third party advertiser, and either our telephone number, mailing address or 
email address. 
 

 Disclosure on our Third Party Advertisements  

The MLA did third party advertising through a flyer entitled ‘Tomorrow This May 

Be Changed Forever’ that I have included at Tab 7. The required disclosure is on 

the second side of this flyer.  

The MLA also did third party advertising through automated voter contacts in the 

Township of Muskoka Lakes. All of the required information was included in 

these contacts. For your reference, I have included the text of these contacts at 

Tab 8.  

Friends of Muskoka also made some Facebook posts that mentioned candidates, 

and these posts linked back to their website that contained the required 

information. 

 

Thank-you Mr. Chairman – I’ll be happy to answer any questions. 

 

 

 










































































