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Municipal Campaign Account

A Candidate and Registered Third Party Advertiser, in the 2026 municipal election, is
required under the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, to open an account in the name of their
campaign (for example: “Campaign for John Doe” or “John Doe’s Campaign”) if funds will
be expended or received.

The Act does not contain any prohibition against a municipal candidate being a signing
officer on the campaign account, nor does it require the candidate to have a chief financial
officer, as is the case with provincial and federal candidates.

Section 88.22(1) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, states:

A candidate shall ensure that,

(a) no contributions of money are accepted or expenses are incurred unless one or
more campaign accounts are first opened at a financial institution exclusively for
the purposes of the election campaign;

(b) all contributions of money are deposited into the campaign accounts;

(c) all funds in the campaign accounts are used exclusively for the purposes of the
election campaign;

(d) all payments for expenses are made from the campaign accounts;
(e) contributions of goods or services are valued;
(f) receipts are issued for every contribution and obtained for every expense;
(g) records are kept of,
(i) the receipts issued for every contribution,
(i) the value of every contribution,
(iif) whether a contribution is in the form of money, goods or services, and
(iv) the contributor’'s name and address;
(h) records are kept of every expense including the receipts obtained for each
expense;
(i) records are kept of any claim for payment of an expense that the candidate
disputes or refuses to pay;
(j) records are kept of the gross income from a fund-raising function and the gross
amount of money received at a fund-raising function by donations of $25 or less
or by the sale of goods or services for $25 or less;

(k) records are kept of any loan and its terms under section 88.17;

() the records described in clauses (g), (h), (i), (j) and (k) are retained by the
candidate for the term of office of the members of the council or local board and
until their successors are elected and the newly elected council or local board is
organized;

(m) financial filings are made in accordance with sections 88.25 and 88.32;

(n) proper direction is given to the persons who are authorized to incur expenses
and accept or solicit contributions under the direction of the candidate;
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(o) a contribution of money made or received in contravention of this Act or a by-law
passed under this Act is returned to the contributor as soon as possible after the
candidate becomes aware of the contravention;

(p) a contribution not returned to the contributor under clause (0) is paid to the clerk
with whom the candidate’s nomination was filed;

(q) an anonymous contribution is paid to the clerk with whom the candidate’s
nomination was filed; and

(r) each contributor is informed that a contributor shall not make contributions
exceeding,

(i) subject to subsection (2), a total of $1,200 to any one candidate in an
election, and

(ii) a total of $5,000 to two or more candidates for offices on the same
council or local board.



